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	Breaking the Barrier of The Attorney-General's Consent: Repositioning Garnishee Proceedings Against Government Funds in Nigeria in Light of CBN v. Lidan Engineering Ltd & 6 Ors SC/CV/82/2021
	www.thelawcrest.com
	The true measure of a legal system lies not only in its ability to adjudicate disputes but in its capacity to ensure that victorious litigants actually enjoy the fruits of their judgements. In Nigeria, garnishee proceedings have long stood out as one of the most potent instruments for enforcing monetary judgements. Yet, when funds belonging to governments are at stake, Judgement Creditors have historically faced formidable barriers. Chief among these is the procedural hurdle imposed by section 84 of the Sheriffs and Civil Process Act (SCPA), which mandates the consent of the Attorney-General before any funds in the custody of a public officer may be attached.


	Facts of the Case:
	The dispute arose from the importation of six 40-foot containers into Nigeria by Lidan Engineering Ltd, Johns Express Agencies Ltd, Hopeville & Green Nigeria Ltd and Mr. Chuks Agoha (the 1st to 4th respondents). The Respondents alleged that three of the containers were unlawfully auctioned by officials of the Nigerian Customs Service despite their ownership and entitlement thereto. Repeated demands for compensation proved unsuccessful.

	The Legal Issue Before the Supreme Court:

